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SECOND GENUINE 


SPEECH, 
Sec. 


ARTHAGEN A ĩs ſtill a Town 
and we yet live to ſee it. 
Ob, Gentlemen, my Heart 
runs over tho I am ſo 
choak'd with Anguiſh, that I can't give 
it vent Sorrow and Indignation 


ſtruggle within me, and I ſcarce know 
which will have Utterance firſt. —As 
we are Friends, as we are embark'd in 
B the 


11 
the ſame noble Cauſe; as we burn with 
a like Zeal to ſerve our Country; as we 


are equally ſenſible of whatever affects 
her Intereſt, or Glory, you will judge 


of my Concern by your own; and, in- 


ſtead of wondering, that I ſpeak thus ab- 
ruptly, you will rather wonder, that I 
am able to ſpeak at all. 


'Tis well known, that, in a Seaſon 
for Action, I don't uſe to explain my- 
ſelf in Words: But that Seaſon is now 
over, and the Impotence of Talking, all 


the Comfort that remains in our power. 
Bear with me, then, if I rather com- 


plain than adviſe, and expatiate leſs on 


the Future than the Paſt. 


Gentlemen, tho' Syain had inſulted 
and provoked, and Britain ſubmitted 
and negotiated, for ſo many Years; tho- 
ic was thought, that our Glory was de- 
parted, and almoſt our Empire too; 
tho' the People, with one Voice, demand- 
ed Vengeance, and pour'd out their Trea- 

ſures 


1 


ſures without Limitation, to render it 
ſecure, the Lord of the Aſcendant, who- 
ever he was, betray'd ſuch a Back ward- 
neſs to alter his Meaſures, ſuch a Diſre- 
gard to the Senſe of the Nation, and 
ſuch a Complaiſance to the Demands of 
the Enemy, that many ſuſpe&ted we 
ſhould have no War ar all; and many 


more, that it would be conducted in 


ſuch a lazy, dilatory manner, as would 
render it, on one hand, as burdenſome as 
poſſible, and as little advantageous on 
the other. To juſtify theſe Suſpicions, 
they recollected the fatal Expedition to 


the Baſiimento's, the miſerable end of 


Hoſier, the Parade at Spithead, and ma- 
ny other inſignificant Meaſures, that 
ſeem'd only to exhauſt our Wealth, and 
expoſe us to the Scorn and Contempt of 
all Europe. 


The Helm was ſtill entruſted to the 
ſame Hands; it was, therefore, not un- 


natural to ſuppoſe, that the Steerage 


would be the ſame; or, in other Words, 
B 2 that 
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that we ſhould make a Feint only of co- 
ming to a Rupture, in Hope to intimi- 
date the Enemy, and carry our Point by 
Tintamarre only: Thoſe are apt to con- 
ceit they can bully others, who know 
they may be bully'd themſelves: And if 
none bur Miniſters had been employ'd 
on either Side, tis great odds, but we 


had treated, congreſs'd, preliminary'd, 


and conventioneer'd for a Dozen Years 
longer. D 


The little Squadron, firſt ſent into theſe 
Seas, has given ground for many ſuch 
Reflections as theſe. The Nation had 
long fignity'd, that nothing leſs than a 
vigorous War could pacity their Reſent- 
ment; and the Enemy had as long ma- 
nifeſted, that no Satisfaction ſhould be 
obtain'd without it. We had, therefore, 
Time to make what Preparations we 
pleas'd; we had a Fleet in our Harbours 
ſtrong enough to be the Terror of Eu- 
rope; neither Debts, nor Taxes, however 


numerous or burthenſome, had wholly 
| | drain'd 


(5) 


drain'd our Funds; we had an Army, 
which, it mighe have been expected, 


would almoſt have mutiny'd for Action, 


to take off the daily Reproach of their 
being unproficable Servants. If, there- 
fore, we had been in earneſt, we had not 
excus'd our Inactivity, for want of uſe- 
leſs Alliances; we had not been unpro- 
vided for an Event, ſo long foreſeen to 
be both neceſſary and unavoidable: But, 
on the contrary, we had been arm'd 
againſt the worſt that could have hap- 
pen'd ; we had fill'd our Stores; we had 
fitted out our Ships for real Service, not 


for Shew; we had mann'd them gradu- 


ally, by fair and equitable Means, to 
their full Complement; we had been 


ready with the neceſſary Troops for Em- 


barkation, at a Moment's Warning; and 
Spain had heard the War declared, and 
felc its Conſequences, almoſt at the ſame 
Moment. 


Inſtead of which plain and obvious 


Meaſures, Gentlemen, only the Fleet of 
| Obſer- 
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(6) 
Obſervation, already on the Coaſt of 
Spain, was continued ; and the little 
Squadron before-mention'd, was diſ- 
patch'd hither; from which nothing 
hardly could be expected or required, 
but to continue in the Defenſive, and be 
ſatisfied with preventing any farther De- 
predations. | | 


Befide, our Advices from home, ſoon 
after inform'd us, that tho' the War was 
declar'd, our Commerce was left to the 
Mercy of the Enemy; not a Ship being 
ſtation'd for the Security of the Channel, 
or to awe the Privateers of St. Sebaſtian : 
And tho' the immediate Conſequences 
of this Negle& were demonſtrated in the 


Houſe, by a Member equally admired 


for his Wiſdom and Integrity, it was, 
unaccountably, voted, more adviſable 
to let our Trade continue expoſed to the ; 
Inſults of the Enemy, till proper Ships 
could be built, than purchaſe ſuch of 
the Merchants, as were at hand, and, 
in one Month, might have put a ſtop to 

1 | their 


(+) 


their Outrages. What follow'd was 
News by every Poſt, of Ships taken, not 
only in the Channel itſelf, bur almoſt 
within Gun- ſhot of our Ports; and in 
Sight of our very Flag, which ſeemed 
now to be ſpread, only to be the Sport of 


every Wind. 


Indeed, that S. Sebaſtian itſelf, and 
every other Harbour of thoſe Vermin, 
| who prey'd on our Navigation, was not 
levell'd te the Earth, by thoſe gay Squa- 
drons, which ſo long lay idly at their 
Moorings, will be matter of Aſtoniſh- 
ment to all future Ages; who will not 
fail to compare the little we have done, 
with the great things in our power; nor 
to fix the Ignominy, infeparable from ſuch 
Weakneſs, or Wickedneſs, in its proper 
Place. 


All, however, were not ſatisfy'd with 
this Dream of War; ſome ſtirring Spirits 
were ſtill found, who moved for acting 


up to the ancient Vigour, and retrieving 
the 
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(83) 
the Glory of a martial People. Theſe 
warmly and ſeaſonably urg'd the apparent 
Neceſſity of diſpatching a much greater 
Force to the Weſt-Indies; of diſpatching 
them inſtantly, and of finding Employ- 
ment there for ſome of thoſe military Wor- 


thies, who had as yet no Advantage of the 


Militia ; but the Fopperies of an oſtenta- 
tious Exerciſe, and the undeſery'd Con- 
ſideration of Liveries and Pay: But in 
this Inſtance too, the dead Weight of 
our State-Lethargy was again hung on; 
a Reinforcement was not oppos'd; but 
we could not part with our trim Vete- 
rans: Marines would be more ſervicea- 
ble, who were yet to be rais'd, and 
cloath'd, and exercis'd: All Europe was 
to be apprized of every Meaſure we had 
in view: Time was to be given to ren- 


der all theſe Meaſures abortive : The ve- 


ry Declaration to be diſtributed on our 
Landing 1n theſe Parts, was to appear in 
every foreign News- Paper: Not one Court 
was left in Ignorance, that our only Effort 
was to be made in America; and yet, that 
with 


(9) 


Effort, with the Exception of a few of 
known Gallantry and Experience, was 
left in the Hands of raw Clowns, Han- 
dicraftſmen, and worn-out Spendthrifts, 
driven by their Miſeries to take Arms; 
and commanded by Striplings, who had 
never ſeen a Shot fir'd, or hardly knew 
the Smell of Powder. To aggravate all 
which, I am told, there are many old 
Officers, who bore an honourable Share 
in the late Wars; and yet, in ſpite of 
their Abilities and Services; in ſpite of 
the viſible Neceſſity of employing all 
ſuch; in ſpite of their own earneſt So- 
licitations, and even an Addreſs of the 
Houſe of Commons in their favour, 
which was anſwered in the moſt gra- 
cious manner, were over-look'd and ſec 
aſide : One would think that no one Ex- 
ception might be given to the Preva- 
lence of Cor — n, or that no farther 
Opportunity might be allow'd them of 


becoming troubleſome, on the Merit of 


having been uſeful to their Cduntry. 


C Vet 


(1⁰ 


Yet farther, Gentlemen, when this 
doughty Army was thus rais'd and offi- 
cer'd, nay, actually rendezvous'd and en- 
camp'd, tho' it was known both the Fleets 
of Spain and France, werealmoſt in Sight 
of America, the Embarkation was, on a 
thouſand frivolous Pretences delay'd : 
Nay, after it could be poſtpon'd no lon- 
ger, when the poor Wretches had ex- 
chang'd the ſweet Air of the Shore, for 
their cloſe Quarters on board; when fa- 
vourable Winds courted our Fleet to 


Sea, and the Wiſhes and Prayers of the 


People, anticipated both their Arrival 
and Succeſs; ſtill Orders were waited 
for, and might, perhaps, have ſtill been 
waited for, had not his M y, then, 
arrived from abroad, and, juſtly irritated 
at ſuch inglorious Procraſtinations, given 
his final Commands for their inſtant De- 
parture, and infiſted on being obey'd. 


Thus, in the Rear of the Seaſon, when 


all Hope of a Compromiſe was over, 
| when 


(11 

when the rougheſt Weather was to be 
expected, and from which ſo large a 
| Fleet had every thing to fear, when 
time was fo precious, that the Loſs of a 
few Weeks, would have poſtpon'd what 
was principagly intended, till another 
Year, was this Expedition ſet on foot; 
with what ill Stars, you, . Gentlemen, 
beſt know, who were ſo ſoon ſurpriz'd 
by that terrible Tempeſt, in which your 
Danger was ſo extreme, and from which 
your Deliverance was ſo remarkable. 


I need not repeat to you, how much 
my Expectations were rais'd, upon your 
Arrival here; nor how fair I thought 
the Proſpect of ſtriking ſome decifive 
Blow, which might haſten the Conclu- 
ſion of the War: Nor, as far as depend- 
ed on our brave Seamen, or you their 
Commanders, have I been deceiv'd. You 
have not only fulfill'd the Letter, but 
the Spirit of your Orders. Whatever 
was within your reach, you have made 
”_ ſelves Maſters of, and the very 

C 2 Ruins 
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Ruins we leave behind us, ſhall, for ma- 
ny an Age, remain the Trophies of Bri- 
zZiſh Valour and Succeſs. | 


Would to God, Gentlemen, the Proſ- 
pect on Shore was as agreeable. But 
———Let us throw a Veil over what 
would only ſhock us to behold 
nor once reflect on the Diſtintions of 
Land and Sea.—— Thoſe who are now 
to be reliev'd, are not only Men, but 
Britons, employ'd in the ſame Service ; 
and, no Doubt, with the ſame honeſt 
Views, of doing Juſtice to the Honour 
and Intereſt of their Country —— They 
are now, in a manner, ſurrounded with 
the Toils of Death; before them threa- 
tens a fierce, vindictive Enemy, fluſh'd 
with unexpected Succeſs; and in the 
midſt of them, rage Diſeaſes, yet more 
dreadful and deftruive, — 


While I yet ſpeak, the Infection ga- 
thers Strength, and Numbers die; with 
their laſt Breath curſing that Sluggiſhe 

| neſs 


E 
neſs at leaſt, to which, principally, * 
owe their Bane. 


Who can ko reflecting wich juſt In- 
dignation, that had we been in earneſt 
at Home from” the beginning, had this 
| Undertaking been the firſt Fruits of the 
War; nay, had de Torres, been ſtill kept 
in the Ports of Cadiz or Ferrol, or in- 
tercepted afterwards, inſtead of la- 
menting, we had now triumph'd; and 
even Don Blaſs himſelf, would have had 
Occaſion, with the reſt of his Country- 
men, to cry out, Peace with England, 
and War with all the World befide! _ 


Gentlemen, I believe we are all con- 
vinc'd of the Neceſſity we are now un- 
der of returning to Jamaica; what we 
are next to do then, is to cover the Reim- 
barkation of our Troops, which I ſhall 
make it my ſtudy to compaſs as effectu- 
ally, as when I ſet them on Shore. And, 
leſt the Sailors, who have effected ſuch 
Wonders, to facilitate the Conqueſt of 
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this Place, and depended on a Share of 
the Plunder, for their Reward, ſhould 
not only take Umbrage at their Diſap- 
pointment, but mutiny againſt thoſe un- 
happy Men, to whom they imagine 
their Diſappointment is owing, they muſt 
be kept, as far as poſſible, in Ignorance 
of the Truth ; they muſt be taught dex- 
terouſly to conceit, that the Place is 
ranſom'd, and that the Soldiers have, to 
the full, as much Merit to plead as they. 
—— This done, Gentlemen, as I hope 
may be taken for granted, the Fortifica- 
tions we are not in a Condition to keep, 
mult be totally demoliſhed, that this in- 
tricate Harbour may no longer be inac- 
ceſſible; and conſequently, that the 
Treaſures of the new World, may never 
more be embarked from hence with ſafe- 
ty; till the Wants of Spazn oblige her 
to ſue for that Peace, ſhe before ſo 
haughtily rejected. 


Perhaps, Gentlemen, when we have 
refitted our Ships, and refreſhed our 
Men, 
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ould 
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| Men, we may plan out certain other En- 
terprizes of the like nature: Though for 


want of Skill, or Strength, or both, to 
proſecute regular Sieges, we may leave 
the Enemy to boaſt and hector, from be- 


- hind their Walls; we may yet, perhaps, 
be able to command in their Ports, and 
9 utterly deſtroy their Navigation, at the 
ſame time that we protect and enlarge 
our own. Benefits that would compen- 
ſate all the Charge of the War, if they 
center'd only in ourſelves, But, alas! 


in theſe our half- Enemies the French, 
and our nominal Friends the Dutch, have 


at leaſt an equal Share; though the laſt 


has contributed nothing to our Aſſiſtance, 
but a Parade-Squadron at Spithead before 
the Treaty of Seville, which, it is now ma- 
nifeſt, was never intended for Service: 
and the firſt appeared in theſe Seas, ſo 


little like neutral Powers, that, had they 
not diſappear'd as they did, Self- Defence 
would have obliged us to come to ſuch an 
Explanation, as might have given equal 
Diſguſt to the pacific Miniſters on both 
ſides. Gentle- 


(x6) 


Gentlemen, he muſt be more than Man, 
who is able to guard againſt all Miſ- 


chiefs, and ſecure all Advantages: No 


Doubt therefore, I have Eſcapes to an- 
ſwer for as well as other Men; but I 


take God, and you to witneſs, none from 


any corrupt, or baſe Motive. I enter'd 


upon. my Commiſſion with Alacrity; and 


was determin'd to acquit my ſelf, at leaſt 


with Integrity, if not with Honour, I 


am ſenſible all has not been done that 
ought; but neither the Guilt, or Blame, 
is to be laid at my Door. I am ſenſible 


much more is ſtill to be done, before ſuch | 


an Accomodation can be obtain'd, as will 
anſwer the noble Ends, for which we 
gave into the Rupture: And I am ſenſi- 
ble, that, if the ſame Councils ſtill pre- 
vail, we ſhall be as long in coming to a 


Peace, as we were before in reſolving on 


a War; I give a ſhrewd Gueſs likewiſe, 
from whence all our Difficulties ariſe, and 
where all our Complaints ought to center; 
and am fully convinced, that no Acquiſi- 

tions 
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tions here or elſe where, either of Fame, 


Wealth, or Dominion, are equal to the 


removing the Source of all our Miſchiefs 
at Home. The Conſtitution that is ſick 
at Heart, mult likewiſe be indiſpoſed in 
every Limb, nor can it perform any one 
Operation as it ought, till its priſtine 
Health and Vigour are reſtor'd. 


To be inſtrumental to this great Cure, 
Gentlemen, I ſhould prefer to all the 
Wealth this mighty Continent can boaſt, 
to all the Glory that ever Commander 
won. Bur at this Diſtance it is not to be 
attempted ; Letters and Remonſtrances 
are eaſily evaded. But Charges face to 
face, founded on Facts undeniable, and 
ſupported by proper Evidence, Preju- 
dice itſelf cannot gainſay, nor perhaps 
—n, Almighty as it is thought, 
overrule. 


God knows, Gentlemen, whether I 
ſhall be indulged with the Opportunity I 
ſo much long for; or whether I ſhall 
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J. | 
live to make uſe of it, if granted me: 


But 'cis what I think myſelf obliged to 
ſolicit; and what I ſhall do my utmoſt 


co obtain and improve. 


Thar I leave the Enemy unſubdued, I 


ſhall then prove to be neither your Fault 


nor mine. That they are not invincible, I 


ſhall likewiſe prove beyond a Poſſibility of 


Contradiction; and farther that we are to 
blame our ſelves, if we don't ſtill obtain 
plenary Satisfaction, for all our paſt In- 
Juries, and ample Security, to be exempt 
from the like, for Ages yet to come. 


If I have Intereſt enough to be recall'd, 
Gentlemen, you will have the Pleaſure 


of being commanded by one who will 


do Honour to his Commiſſion ; who will 
neglect no Opportunity of keeping up 
the Reputation you have already gain'd, 
and by farther and greater Services, ren- 
dering you yet dearer to your Country. 


The 


he 
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The Report I ſhall make of your Me- 


rits and Importance, I flatter myſelf, 
will not be to your Diſadvantage: And 


tho' the Land-Service has ſo long got 
the Start of ours, tho' we have ſo long 
been conſider'd in a ſecondary Light, as 
Perſons of little Conſequence out of our 
own Element, I am not without hope to 
ſee the Day, when Court as well as Coun- 
try, Miniſters as well as Patriots, ſhall 
be oblig'd ro acknowledge, that you are 
the only natural Strength of Great-Bri- 
tain, 


Do me the Juſtice, likewiſe, to ſignify 
to your reſpective Crews, that they ne- 
ver can fight under a Man who has a 
higher Opinion of their Bravery, or a 
more cordial Senſe of the ignominious 
and oppreſſive manner in which they are 
forc'd into the Service. That no Endea- 
vours of mine ſhall be wanting, to put 
them upon ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, as 
ſhall at once, do them the Honour of 


. ſerving 


( 20 ) 
ſerving the Public, and preſerve to them 
the Liberties which are their Birthrighc, 


Gentlemen, if there is any Merit in 
having done my Duty, let the Credit of 
having endeavour'd to obtain ſuch equi- 
table, nay, ſuch national Fon be my 
Reward: 


To anſwer theſe great Ends, and theſe 
only, I deſire to return, not to idle away 
my Life in the Effeminacy of the Times, 
or grow frantic with the Fumes of po- 
pular Applauſe: And theſe great Ends ob- 
tain'd, welcome the firſt Commiſſion, 
however hazardous! And the firſt Broad- 
fide, tho' Y x» ſhould no more be 
number'd among the Living, nor his 
Name have the Honour to be mention 'd 
in our Annals. 
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